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Dated:  July 31, 2013 

US Navy War Diaries 
 

This document contains selected documents from the US Navy War Diary 

for various ships.   

The War Diary is a daily log of a ship’s travel.  Using these documents, 

you can trace the movement of a ships cruise and identify the ports it 

departed and docked.   

 

The diaries included herein are records related to ships that transported 

the US 85th Infantry Division from the US to Europe and back home.  I’ve 

included a photo of the ships. 

 
For the records contains herein, each diary entry contains details on 7 
items or N/A. 

1. Unit assigned. 
2. Task Organization. 
3. Positions at 0800, 1200, 200 LCT.  Meteorological and sea 

information. 
4. Brief of days operations. 
5. Summary of important orders received and decisions reached. 
6. Report of ammunition expended. 
7. Pertinent remarks not included in an action report. 
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US Navy War Diary 

USS General Alexander A Anderson 
(AP111) 

 

Diary entries for December 24, 1943 to Jan 2, 1944.  The USS Gen. A. 
E. Anderson transported a portion of the US 85th Infantry Division from 

Newport News, VA to Casablanca, Morocco, North Africa.  

 

The USS Gen A. E. Anderson carried the troops from the following 

units: 
• 339th Infantry Regiment 

• Divisional HQ 

• 328 Field Artillery Battalion 
 Source:  Schultz’s “The 85th Infantry Division in WW2”, page 41 

 
 

The War Diary dated March 8, 1945 describes its entry into San Francisco Bay carrying the 
rescued Prisoners of War from the Bataan Death March. This story was told in the book "Ghost 
Soldiers". This voyage left New Guinea in February 1945 and took a month to go the long & safe 
route.  Film footage of this voyage can be seen in the ending credits in the movie “The Raid”. 
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US Navy War Diary 

USS General William A. Mann 
(AP112) 

 
 
 

Diary entries for December 29, 1943 to Jan 7, 1944.  The USS Gen. W. 
A. Mann transported a portion of the US 85th Infantry Division from 

Newport News, VA to Casablanca, Morocco, North Africa.  

 

The USS William A. Mann carried the troops from the following units: 
• 338th Infantry Regiment 

• 329 Field Artillery Battalion 

• 310th Medical Battalion 

• 310th Engineer Battalion 

• Special Troops 
 
 

The MS Andes was the third ship transporting the 85th Infantry Division and departed  
on New Year’s Day, 1944.  It carried the troops from the 337 Infantry Regiment, 
remainder of the 85th Divisional Artillery, including the 910 FA Battalion and the 
remainder of the Special Troops. 
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US Navy War Diary 

USS  Lyon (AP71) 
 

Diary entries for March 1944.  The USS Lyon was part of a convoy that 

transported the 85th Infantry Division from Tunisia, North Africa, to the port 

of Naples, Italy.  The convoy steamed 4 abreast and then in single file. 

The convoy passed within 18 miles of Ustica Island and 1-1/2 miles of Isle 

of Capri before docking in Naples on 27 March. Commenced 

disembarking soldiers at 1540  . 

The following entries details on the positions and actions of the convoy.   

 
The first unit to depart for Italy was the 339 Infantry Regiment that left on 10 March aboard 
the HMS Letitia.  The bulk of the 85 Infantry Division were aboard the convoy that sailed 
on 24 March 1944 and arrived on 27th.  The ships in this convoy included:  SS Nightingale, 
SS Lyon, SS Stanton, HMS Almanzora.   
Source:  Schultz’s “The 85th Infantry Division in WW2”, page 49. 
 
USS Lyon was built in Mississippi and originally launched as the Mormactide, She was 
turned over to the Navy and departed for North Africa in October 1942.  She was named 
in honor of Mary Lyon, a pioneer in women’s education in America, who founded Mount 
Holyoke Seminary, now Mount Holyoke College, in 1836. 
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US Navy War Diary 

USS  West Point  
(AP-23) 

 

 

The USS West Point transported the 85th Infantry Division home after the 

war.  These diary entries detail the cruise from Naples Italy back to Norfolk 

Navy Yard, Portsmouth, VA.  It arrived on Sunday 26 August, 1945. 

My father arrived at his home on 30 August. 

 

 
The USS West Point began her career as the ocean liner SS America.  She was 
acquired by the US Navy in June1, 1941 and used as a troop transport and renamed.  
She was configured to carry 7,678 troops. 
After Germany surrendered, she took part in some of the initial "Magic Carpet" 
voyages, bringing home American troops from the European battlefronts. 
After the war, she sailed under various names:  the SS America, the SS Australis, the 
SS Italis, the SS Noga, the SS Alferdoss, and the SS American Star. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

USS West Point passing the Statue of Liberty 
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